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PROGRAMME

PRELUDE Historical Moment 
Featuring Ms. Lillie Jessie 
and Ms. JoAnn Bagnerise 

 
OPENING REMARKS Ms. Sheila MG Mitchell 

Chair, MLK Committee 
 
MUSIC INTRO “What If” by India Arie 
 
INVOCATION Rev. Al Sharpton 

President & Founder,  
National Action Network 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE “Heal the Land”/”My Country 

Tis of Thee”  
Mr. Brandon Garner 
Mr. Nicolas McCatty 

 
WELCOME Ms. Sharon McCarthy-Andrews 

President, PWCAC - DST, Inc. 
 
INTRODUCTION Ms. Sheila MG Mitchell 
OF SPEAKERS Chair, MLK Committee 
 
THE OCCASION Escarlet Roque Lopez, Part One 

Aleen “Rose” Tawer, Part Two 
 
SELECTION “Breathe” by India Arie 

MLK Virtual Community Choir 
Soloist, Ms. Candace Williams 
featuring Naomi Samuel 
and Mogale Stewart 

_______________________________________ 
 

INTRODUCTION Ms. Deborah Campbell  
OF ORATORS 

NYELA ASTERILLA-ANDERSON 

MYLES LANIER 



PROGRAMME

SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO Ms. Joyce Junior  
THE HONORABLE Introducing “Good  
CONGRESSMAN Trouble,” narrated by 
JOHN LEWIS Norman Jones, III 
 
INTRODUCTION Ms. Deborah Campbell  
OF ORATORS 

ZION FOZO 

AMBER AUSTIN 

_______________________________________ 
 

RECOGNITION OF Ms. Sheila MG Mitchell  
PROGRAM SUPPORTERS  

 

 

SPECIAL SELECTION “Happy” by Pharrell Williams 
MLK Virtual Community Choir 
Mr. Izaiah Carruth, Lead 
Mr. Lavelle D. Mitchell, Lead 
featuring Trinity Chamblin 

 

VIDEO REMARKS FROM Senator Mark Warner 
PROGRAM SUPPORTERS Congressman Gerald E. Connolly 
 
SONG OF CELEBRATION “Happy Birthday” 

 by Stevie Wonder 

Special Arrangement by 
Mr. I. Lawrence Coleman 

 
CLOSING REMARKS Ms. Sheila MG Mitchell 
 

BENEDICTION Rev. Al Sharpton 

_______________________________________ 
 

CLOSING SELECTION “We Shall Overcome” 
Arrangement by 
Mr. I. Lawrence Coleman
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Greetings,  
 

What a difference a year makes. This year is like 
no other, and by the grace of God we welcome 
you to our 36th year honoring Dr. Martin Luther  
King, Jr. and 31st year hosting the oratorical 
program. Thank you for joining us. 
   

Congratulations and thank you to all our oratorical 
participants this year as well as all those dedicated 

individuals working in the background to make this 
virtual program happen and happen within a time of 

uncertainty, ever changing technology, and gathering restrictions. 
   
The Prince William County Alumnae Chapter is proud to have inspired 
youth over the years to participate in this program to showcase their 
oratorical and musical gifts. We thank you. 
   
Our sponsors play an important role, as we could not keep this program 
going without your generous monetary and in-kind donations. Thank you 
for your support and consistent inspiration year after year. 
   
Thank you to the coaches and judges for your willingness to give of your 
time and believing in our youth and our program. Thank you to the Rev. Al 
Sharpton for answering our call for support in this year’s program and to all 
our special guests. 
 
A special thank you to the Martin Luther King Oratorical Committee for 
their commitment in planning this program and making it come alive 
during this unprecedented time. 
   
           Finally, on behalf of the members of the Prince William County 
           Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., thank you for 
           taking the time out of your schedule to attend and support the 
           program this year. Your presence and support of our youth is very 
           much appreciated.   
 
                 May God bless you and keep you until we meet again.   
                 Sincerely, 
                 Sharon M. Andrews,  
                 President, Prince William County Alumnae Chapter 
                 Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

WELCOME 

FROM THE PRESIDENT



It is my distinct honor to serve as a 
first-time Chair for the 2021 Annual  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratorical 
Competition and Program. I 
welcome you to this historic virtual 
presentation of our award - winning 
program. The chosen theme is "Beyond 
the Dream: Young Voices With 

Something To Say." On March 8, 1965, Dr. King delivered a sermon on 
what became known as “Bloody Sunday.” Throughout history Dr. King is 
often quoted – and often the exact quote is paraphrased as this line from 
the sermon on that day – “Our lives begin to end the day we become  
silent about things that matter.” 
 
Thirty-one years ago, two courageous members of this sorority – Ms. 
Lillie Jessie and Ms. JoAnn Bagnerise changed the format of this thirty-six 
-year program from prominent adult speakers to the current middle and 
high school student competition. Dr. King’s timeless message comes to 
life as the orators deliver speeches based on a chosen theme. Ms. Jesse 
also added music to the program in the form of the MLK Community 
choir. As current members of the chapter, these women continue to be 
champions for the MLK Program and the voices of our youth. 
   
Today, students of Prince William County, Manassas City, and Manassas 
Park Schools along with students and adults across the country will 
benefit from hearing this generation speak and sing about things that 
matter. 
 
           I recognize that the tireless efforts of our local community, the 
           school leadership, the students, parents and coaches, and Prince 
           William County Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
           Inc. made this event possible. 
 
           I thank you for joining us in this virtual space and choosing to 
           support the ideals and legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
                 With the Utmost Appreciation, 
               Sheila MG Mitchell 
                Chair, MLK Program 

WELCOME 

FROM THE CHAIRWOMAN
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Deborah Campbell 
Public Relations 

Manager 

Sharon 
McCarthy-Andrews 

President 

Candace Williams 

Choir Manager 

Ayanna Burris 
Oratorical 
Manager

Sheila MG Mitchell 

Chair 

Dominique Rey 
Technology 

Advisor 

Sheila Bryant 

Joyce Junior 
Risk Management 

Liaison 

Dr. Bathsheba 
Bryant-Tarpeh

Dr. Josette L.B. 

Broiles 

Diane Ampey-Brown 

Sheila Arrington 



8   | MLK Oratory Program

PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Dr. Rebecca Sledge 

 

Dr. ViLisa 

Chatman-Terry 

Dr. Zella Jones Lisa Johnson 

 

Dot 
Powell-Woodson 

 

Dr. Rona Smith 

 

Tonya Carter Pat House 

 

Dr. Sandra Mitchell 

Lorraine Jackson 
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The Prince William County Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., 
in affiliation with The Delta Research and Educational Foundation 

presents

This program honors the legacy and humanitarian efforts of  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and celebrates our students' thinking, 

writing, speaking - skills needed for a lifetime of meaning and 
success. The celebration is enhanced with the voices of the MLK 

Community choir made up of children from grades K-12. We  
sincerely thank you for your support of this vital need in our 

community. Join us via YouTube on MLK Day and support our 
program in one of the three ways listed below.

The 2021 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Oratorical Competition & Program

Sheila MG Mitchell 
Chair, MLK Program 
pwcac.mlk@gmail.com 
(703) 608-0181

Rev. Al Sharpton 
Program Guest 

President & Founder, 
National Action 

Network 



VOICES BEYOND THE DREAM

IN MEMORIAM

Lucille Bridges 
Mother of Civil 

Rights 

Bruce Boynton 

Freedom Fighter 

David Dinkins 

Mayor (NYC) 
Rev. Joseph Lowery 

Freedom Fighter 
Katherine Johnson 
Mathematician

C.T. Vivian 

Freedom Fighter 

COVID19 has silenced millions of “Voices Beyond the Dream” and we honor their memory 
today.  The poignant passing of Chadwick Boseman on the anniversary of both the death of 
Emmett Till, and the March on Washington; to losing the Honorable Congressman John 
Lewis and Rev. C.T. Vivian on the same day. The pandemic amplifies the importance of 
why this program prioritizes the voices of our young people who have “Something to Say.” 
God bless those Voices Beyond the Dream.

Since March 2020, the Coronavirus has 

taken more than 325,000 lives in 

the United States. 
 

More than 2.5 MILLION have  

been infected with the virus.

Chadwick Boseman 

Actor 



Thank You
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thank you to the following individuals, businesses, and organizations 
whose time, resources, and creative ingenuity made it possible through 
this prodigious and unparalleled global pandemic – for us to continue a 
program and competition without disruption – and most importantly to 
Ms. Bagnerise and Ms. Jessie for the vision to create a program 36 years 
ago to honor Dr. King.   
 
*School Oratorical Coaches • Yasmin Griffin, Melissa Alexander, Sharon 

Bussey, Jennifer Hughes, Deanna Harris  
 

*School Division Contacts: Sabrina Hundley and Lindsey M. Meersman, 
PWC;Alba Garza,MCPS; Deanne Perez, MPCS** 

 
*Martin Luther King Virtual Community Choir and Parents 

 
*James Davis – Creator of the Virtual Choir Videos 

 
*CTB3 - Clarence T. Brown, III, 

“Breathe” and “Happy” instrumental tracks 
 

*Mike Coleman and Brandon Garner – Rehearsal vocals 
 

*RuVal Enterprises, Inc.,  
Rubin and Valerie Cuffee, Co-Founders – MLK Promo Video Creator 

 
*Mount Olive Baptist Church, Centreville, VA, 

Rev. Eugene Johnson, Senior Pastor 
 

Crystal Marche’ Arful-Addoh – Audio Visual/Drama Ministry  
Deaconess Tina Williams 
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*Upper Room Christian Cathedral 
Pastor Jesse L. Radford, III * First Lady Almeta L. Radford 

 
Princess and Bobby Hall – Videographers  

Karen Burrell – Assistant Church Administrator  
 

*Rev. Al Sharpton, 
President and Founder National Action Network 

 
*Skip Teagle & Steven Woodard, Atlanta Georgia 

 
*Brilliantnaire Beauty, Celebrity Imager – Brill Cornelius 

 
*Alchemy Hair Salon, 

Styling Team: Kevin and Nadia  
 

*Itz Our Turn Transportation 
Wayne Crosby, Co-Owner/Operator  

 
*endlessExpressions Photography 

Felisha Gaskins, Owner/Photographer 
 

*Torrance Hill – MLK Project Photographer*Videographer 
 

M. LeCount Design+Communications, LLC 
Marlon Sharpe, Executive Creative Director  
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

(continued)
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SPONSORS and PATRON DONORS

In a year that has tapped the philanthropic resources in communities 
across the country – we sincerely thank our sponsors and Patron 
Donors. You have made a significant difference in today’s program 
with their monetary and in-kind support. You are helping our 
community to keep Dr. King’s dream alive. Thank You!   
  

Upper Room Christian Cathedral  
Dominion Energy 

Northern Virginia Electrical Cooperative (NOVEC) 
Prince William Education Association (PWEA) 

Advanced Opthalmology, PC (Dr. Babur Lateef) 
 

*Patron Donors 
The Family of the Late Colonel Joseph Bagnerise,Sr. 
Dr. Lawrence Muller, DDS, Dentistry at Lake Ridge 

 
*A complete list of Patron donors 

was not available at the time of this publication.  



Laila Williams Seth McPhatter 

Mogale Stewart 

Shelby McPhatterNelson Stewart 

Alyssa Kiffer Naomi Samuel Amaya Williams 

Izaiah Carruth 

THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

VIRTUAL COMMUNITY CHOIR 

2021 YOUNG VOICES OF NOTE

Jesirer Frost Alexis & Ariel 

Andrews 
Candace Williams 

MLK Choir 

Manager 

Ben Samuel 

Trinity Chamblin Lavelle D. Mitchell Clarence T. Brown, III 




